IN THE CLAIMS: 



1. (Currently amended) An apparatus for directing a boat's engine exhaust 
away from a person behind the boat to reduce exposure of the person to the engine 
exhaust, the boat having a engine with at least one exhaust manifold, the apparatus 
comprising: 

a port side exhaust outlet connected by a first exhaust conduit to the at least one 
engine exhaust manifold of the boat; 

a starboard side exhaust outlet connected by a second exhaust conduit to the at 
least one engine exhaust manifold of the boat; and 

valve means connected to said first and second exhaust conduits for directing the 
engine exhaust out of one of the port and starboard exhaust outlets, the valve means 
including a first valve connected to the first exhaust conduit for controlling flow of 
engine exhaust through the first exhaust conduit to the port side exhaust outlet, and a 
second valve connected to the second exhaust conduit for controlling flow of engine 
exhaust through the second exhaust conduit to the starboard side exhaust outlet, and 
means for linking said first and second valves together so that opening of one of the first 
and second valves closes the other of the first and second valves, such that the engine 
exhaust is directed out of one of the port or starboard side exhaust outlets. 

2. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein said first and second exhaust 
conduits are connected to the at least one engine exhaust manifold at about a 90 degree 
angle. 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Previously presented) The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the first and 
second valves are electrically controlled valves, and the means for linking the first and 
second valves comprises a controller unit for opening one of said first and second valves 
and closing the other of said first and second valves. 
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5. (Previously presented) The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the means for 
linking comprises a mechanical linkage between said first and second valves. 

6. (Previously presented) The apparatus of Claim 1, further comprising valve 
control means for controlling the valve means to switch the flow of engine exhaust from 
one of said port and starboard side exhaust outlets to the other of the port and starboard 
side exhaust outlets. 

7. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 6, wherein the means for linking 
comprises a mechanical linkage between said first and second valves, and said valve 
control means comprises a mechanical control connected to said mechanical linkage for 
opening one of said first and second valves and closing the other of said first and second 
valves. 

8. (Currently amended) A method for directing a boat's engine exhaust out of 
either the port or starboard side of the boat, away from a person behind the boat to reduce 
exposure of the person to the engine exhaust, the boat having an engine with at least one 
exhaust manifold, a port side exhaust outlet connected by a first exhaust conduit to the at 
least one engine exhaust manifold of the boat, and a starboard side exhaust outlet 
connected by a second exhaust conduit to the at least one engine exhaust manifold of the 
boat, the method comprising: 

controlling a flow of engine exhaust to permit the flow of engine exhaust through 
one of the first and second exhaust conduits, such that directing the engine exhaust out of 
one of the exhaust conduits prevents directing the engine exhaust out of the other of the 
exhaust conduits while preventing the flow of engine exhaust through the other of the 
first and s econd exhaust conduits, such that the e ngine exhaust is directed out of one of 
the port and s tarboard sid e exhaust outl e ts and not through the other of th e port and 
s tarboard side exhau s t outlets . 

9. (Original) The method of Claim 8, wherein said flow of engine exhaust to 
said port and starboard exhaust outlets is controlled by first and second valves in said first 
and second exhaust conduits, respectively, and said step of controlling flow of engine 
exhaust comprises opening one of the first and second valves and closing the other of the 

74157.1 -5- Serial No. 10/608,787 

Client ID/Matter No. FINEL 63549 



first and second valves, to direct the engine exhaust out of one of the port and starboard 
side exhaust outlets. 

10. (Previously presented) An apparatus for directing a power boat's engine 
exhaust away from a wake wave on which a person is wake surfing behind and to one of 
the port and starboard sides of the power boat to reduce exposure of the person to the 
engine exhaust, the power boat having an engine with at least one exhaust manifold, the 
apparatus comprising: 

a port side exhaust outlet connected by a first exhaust conduit to the at least one 
engine exhaust manifold of the power boat; 

a starboard side exhaust outlet connected by a second exhaust conduit to the at 
least one engine exhaust manifold of the power boat; and 
valve means connected to said first and second exhaust conduits for directing the 
engine exhaust out of one of the port and starboard exhaust outlets, such that 
directing the engine exhaust out of one of the exhaust outlets prevents directing 
the engine exhaust out of the other of the exhaust outlets. 

1 1 . (Original) The apparatus of Claim 10, wherein said first and second 
exhaust conduits are connected to the at least one engine exhaust manifold at about a 90 
degree angle. 

12. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 10, wherein said valve means comprises 
a first valve connected to the first exhaust conduit for controlling flow of engine exhaust 
through the first exhaust conduit to the port side exhaust outlet, and a second valve 
connected to the second exhaust conduit for controlling flow of engine exhaust through 
the second exhaust conduit to the starboard side exhaust outlet, and means for linking 
said first and second valves so that opening of one of the first and second valves closes 
the other of the first and second valves, such that the engine exhaust is directed out of one 
of the port or starboard side exhaust outlets. 

13. (Previously presented) The apparatus of Claim 12, wherein said first and 
second valves are electrically controlled valves, and the means for linking the first and 
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second valves comprises a controller unit for opening one of said first and second valves 
and closing the other of said first and second valves. 

14. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 12, wherein said means for linking 
comprises a mechanical linkage between said first and second valves. 

15. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 10, wherein the valve means comprises 
a first valve connected to the first exhaust conduit for controlling flow of engine exhaust 
through the first exhaust conduit to the port side exhaust outlet, and a second valve 
connected to the second exhaust conduit for controlling flow of engine exhaust through 
the second exhaust conduit to the starboard side exhaust outlet, and means for linking 
said first and second valves so that opening of one of the first and second valves closes 
the other of the first and second valves, such that the engine exhaust is directed out of one 
of the port or starboard side exhaust outlets, and further comprising valve control means 
for controlling the valve means to switch the flow of engine exhaust from one of said port 
and starboard side exhaust outlets to the other of the port and starboard side exhaust 
outlets, and further comprising valve control means for controlling the valve means to 
switch the flow of engine exhaust from one of said port and starboard side exhaust outlets 
to the other of the port and starboard side exhaust outlets. 

16. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 15, wherein the means for linking 
comprises a mechanical linkage between said first and second valves, and said valve 
control means comprises a mechanical control connected to said mechanical linkage for 
opening one of said first and second valves and closing the other of said first and second 
valves. 

17. (Currently amended) A method for directing a power boat's engine exhaust 
out of either the port or starboard side of the power boat, away from a wake wave on 
which a person is wake surfing behind the power boat and to one of the port and 
starboard sides of the power boat to reduce exposure of the person to the engine exhaust, 
the power boat having an engine with at least one exhaust manifold, the boat having [[a]] 
an engine with at least one exhaust manifold, a port side exhaust outlet connected by a 
first exhaust conduit to the at least one engine exhaust manifold of the boat, and a 
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starboard side exhaust outlet connected by a second exhaust conduit to the at least one 
engine exhaust manifold of the boat, the method comprising: 

controlling flow of engine exhaust to permit the flow of engine exhaust through 
one of the first and second exhaust conduits, such that directing the engine exhaust out of 
one of the exhaust conduits prevents directing the engine exhaust out of the other of the 
exhaust conduits while preventing the flow of engine exhaust through the other of the 
first and second exhaust conduits, such that the engine exhaust i s directed out of one of 
the port or starboard side exhaust outlets and not through the other of the port and 
starboard s ide exhaust outlets . 

18. (Original) The method of Claim 17, wherein said port and starboard 
exhaust outlets are connected to said at least one exhaust manifold by first and second 
valves, respectively, and said step of controlling flow of engine exhaust comprises 
opening one of the first and second valves and closing the other of the first and second 
valves, to direct the engine exhaust out of one of the port or starboard side exhaust 
outlets. 

19-22 (Cancelled) 
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